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About this Guide

Partnership Contacts

This guide was developed to help legislators identify our partners
who can provide research, information, and in many cases testi-
mony on a variety of issues relating to obesity.

The guide lists each organization and the key contact for
legislative issues, including email and phone. It also lists the topics
where they feel most qualified to respond to questions.Websites
are also provided. It is arranged alphabetically by group with a 
listing of all groups in the back.

We hope this guide will be useful as you move forward
during session.

Chair
Michelle Smith
michellesmith@mac.com
512-873-0322/512-517-5684

Legislative Chair
Joe Romo
American Heart Association
Joel.Romo@heart.org
512-433-7163

Staff
Texas Health Institute
Klaus Madsen,Vice President
kmadsen@texashealthinstitute.org
512-279-3905
Liza Creel, Program Manager
lcreel@texashealthinstitute.org
512-279-3906



Organizations Included in this Guide
AHEC/DFW Lori Millner
AHEC East Texas Steve Shelton
AHEC/Greater Houston Dana S. Smith
AHEC/Lake Country Helen E. Miner
AHEC Waco (Brazos) Jill Clements
American Cancer Society James Gray
American Diabetes Association Veronica De La Garza
American Heart Association Joel Romo
Arnold Public Affairs Ellen Arnold
Center for Public Policy Priorities Celia Hagert
Children's Hospital Association of Texas Bryan Sperry
Family Connections Norma Neal
Lavaca Medical Center James E.Vanek
Methodist Healthcare Ministries Miryam Bujanda
Michael & Susan Dell Center for Advancement
of Healthy Living Tiffni Menendez, MPH

Michael & Susan Dell Center for Advancement 
of Healthy Living Peter Cribbs

National Wildlife Federation Allen Cooper
Nutrition Consultant & Professor Rhonda M. Lane, MS, CNS
Operation Stop Decay McHenry Lee
Parent Advocate Michelle Smith
Scott & White Carole Moore, RN,ACNP-BC,

MNSc
Secondary and Elementary Administrators for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance Michele Rusnak

Sustainable Food Center Andrew W. Smiley
TAHPERD - TX Assoc for Health, PE,
Recreation, and Dance Diana Everett

Texans Care For Children Jodie Smith
Texas Action for Healthy Kids Patricia Mouser
Texas AgriLife Extension Rick Peterson
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Judith Warren, Ph.D.
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Lisa Whittlesey
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Ninfa Pena-Purcell
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Josefa Pena
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Sharon Robinson
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Courtney Dodd

American Cancer Society
James Gray
2433 Ridgepoint Dr.
Austin,TX 78754
james.gray@cancer.org
512-919-1909
www.cancer.org
--
Worksite wellness, cancer statistics
Cancer statistics, cancer prevention

Organization 
Name
Address

email
Work phone
Web address

Research/Data
Testimony

AHEC Lake Country Area
Helen E. Miner5323 Harry Hines Blvd
11937 US Hwy 271
Tyler,TX 75708
helen.miner@uthct.edu
214-648-8338
www.lcahec.net
--
Worksite wellness

Organization
Name
Address

email
Work phone
Web address

Research/Data
Testimony

AHECWaco (Brazos)
Jill Clements
1722 Colcord Avenue
Waco,Texas 76707
jclements@bahec.org
254-753-4392
www.bahec.org
--
Obesity/health information and education for
Hispanic and Spanish speaking populations

Organization
Name
Address

email
Work phone
Web address

Research/Data
Testimony
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